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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
God of mercy, thank You for giving 

us another day. Give us the resolve to 
bring an end to hunger in our world. 

Quicken our spirits so that we will 
know the blessings of living together in 
unity and peace. We all have our per-
sonal aspirations and ideas of what is 
best. Grant that we might know the 
satisfaction of sharing our common 
concerns and experience the joy of mu-
tual accomplishment. 

Bless the Members of the people’s 
House with success in bringing fruition 
to all efforts to work toward common 
solutions to the issues facing our Na-
tion, solutions which often seem so dis-
tant. 

During the days of the coming week, 
may the American people be able to 
communicate their hopes for the ef-
forts of their Congressmen and 
-women. May they understand as well 
that a unified Nation is equally the 
work of each of us where we live. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule 
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. WELCH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

KLAMATH DAM REMOVAL SECRET 
MEETINGS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, a gov-
ernment for, by, and of the people can-
not hold its most basic deliberations in 
secret. I am not talking about matters 
of national security, but basic, every-
day government deliberations. 

Yet the Department of the Interior, 
the State of California, and the State 
of Oregon are meeting with select 
groups in private in places like Port-
land, Sacramento, and even proposed 
San Francisco, to make public policy 
decisions affecting my district in the 
north end of California and south Or-

egon without public or legislative 
input. In order to be invited to join 
these meetings, individuals are re-
quired to sign confidentiality agree-
ments and agree to a predetermined 
outcome. 

The issues involving the Klamath 
River water and possible removal of 
the hydroelectric dams are indeed of 
concern to the public. The decisions re-
garding whether these dams should be 
removed and what water and environ-
mental policy should govern the region 
are fundamentally a public policy deci-
sion. The deliberations should be made 
in public and free for all to be involved, 
yet long-distance locations an hour or 
a full day’s drive away don’t make that 
possible, especially when they are held 
in secret. 

These secret meetings have been hap-
pening for years, and they are wrong. 
The agencies of the government are 
meeting in secret to create a 501(c)(3) 
dam removal entity called the Klam-
ath River Renewal Corporation. This 
new corporation will be the recipient of 
taxpayer and utility rate dollars. 

These meetings need to be held in 
public where the people can meet and 
hear what they are planning to do. 

f 

TRUTH IN LABELING 

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, this is 
pure Vermont maple syrup made at a 
family farm, Maverick Farm, by 
friends and neighbors Arthur and Anne 
Berndt. People love it. Sugar makers 
from Maine to Michigan, it is a labor of 
love and real additional income in 
small farm economies. 

Big companies have figured that out. 
They know that consumers love maple 
syrup. But instead of buying maple 
syrup from those farmers, they provide 
fake labels to mislead consumers. 
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